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About SBIR and STTR 
Congressionally Mandated Programs

www.nia.nih.gov/sbir

SET ASIDE

Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Program
Set-aside program to facilitate cooperative R&D between small businesses 
and U.S. research institutions—with potential for commercialization

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program
Set-aside program for U.S. small businesses to engage in federal 
R&D—with potential for commercialization

(FY20)

(FY20)

3.2%

.45%

National Institute  
on Aging www.nia.nih.gov/sbir



• Provides seed funding for innovative technology 
development

• Not a loan
• No repayment required
• No impact on stock or shares (non-dilutive)

• Small business retains intellectual property rights
• Provides recognition, verification, and visibility

• Helps attract additional funding or support 
(e.g., venture capital, strategic partner)

?

National Institute  
on Aging www.nia.nih.gov/sbir

Why Seek SBIR/STTR Funding
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✓ Applicant must be a small business

✓ Organized for-profit U.S. business

✓ 500 or fewer employees, including affiliates

✓ ˃ 50% U.S.-owned by individuals and independently operated
OR

˃ 50% owned and controlled by another (one) business that is ˃ 50%
owned and controlled by one or more individuals

OR (SBIR ONLY)

˃ 50% owned by multiple venture capital operating companies, hedge
funds, private equity firms, or any combination of these

AWARDS 
ALWAYS MADE 
TO THE SMALL 
BUSINESS

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Eligibility
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SBIR STTR
Permits research institution partners
(e.g., universities)

Requires research institution partners 
(e.g., universities)

Small business may outsource ~33%of
Phase I activities and 50% of Phase II activities

At least 40% of the work should be conducted by the for-profit 
small business, and at least of 30% by a nonprofit U.S. research 
institution

Eligibility: PD/PI primary employment (i.e., > 50%) MUST 
be with the small business for the duration of the project

Eligibility: IP agreement providing necessary IP rights to the 
small business to carry out follow-on R&D and commercialization

PI primary employment not stipulated (at least 10% effort to project)

AWARD IS 
STILL MADE 
TO THE 
SMALL
BUSINESS!

Critical Differences
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Phase I Discovery &
Feasibility

• Up to 1 year
• Awards up to $300,000, or up to $500,000 for AD/ADRD
• Establish technical merit, feasibility, and potential for commercialization

Phase II Development &
Full R&D

• 2 years
• Awards up to $2 million, or up to $2.5 million for AD/ADRD
• Continues Phase I R&D efforts
• Requires a commercialization plan

Phase IIB Competing Renewal • 3 years
• Awards up to $3 million

Fast Track • One combined application for Phases I and II

Direct-to-Phase II (SBIR only) • Apply directly for Phase II funding
• Demonstrated feasibility through other funding sources

Commercialization Readiness Pilot • Funding for late-stage R&D and technical assistance for commercialization

SBIR & STTR Program Phases and
Funding Levels



Digital & Mobile Health
19%

Supportive Devices
10%

Sensors & Monitoring 
Technologies

18%

Treatments
32%

Imaging Devices
5%

In Vitro 
Diagnostics

7%

Research 
Tools

9%

Portfolio Classifications (AD & Non AD)

Additional Areas of Interest
• Companion diagnostics and other forms of personalized medicine 

• Bioinformatics, public health informatics, or data science technologies/methods (e.g., 
machine learning, artificial intelligence) to better understand and predict health outcomes

• Novel cell and gene therapies, as well as other novel therapeutic approaches to AD/ADRD

• Biomarkers and diagnostic tools for the early detection of disease

• Prevention and therapeutics that directly target mechanisms related to aging biology

• Assistive technology, devices, and mobile applications for older adults and caregivers

• Tools, technologies, and analytic methods to address health disparities among older 
adults

• Alzheimer’s disease (AD), 
AD-related dementias 
(ADRD), and age-related 
change in brain function

• Aging in place
• Age-related diseases 

and conditions
• Research tools

National Institute  
on Aging www.nia.nih.gov/sbir

We Strategically Fund Innovations for:
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Omnibus FOAs AD/ADRD-Focused FOAs

SBIR PA-19-272 (clinical trials not allowed)

PA-19-273 (clinical trials required)

Budget limits: Phase I $300,000; Phase II $2 million 

PAS-19-316 (Advancing Research on AD/ADRD)

Budget limits: Phase I $500,000; Phase II $2.5 million  

PAR-18-512 (Lifespan/healthspan-extending Interventions for AD/ADRD patients)

Budget limits: Phase I $350,000; Phase II $2 million 

STTR PA-19-270 (clinical trials not allowed)

PA-19-271 (clinical trials required)

Budget limits: Phase I $300,000; Phase II $2 million 

PAS-19-317 (Advancing Research on AD/ADRD)

Budget limits: Phase I $500,000; Phase II $2.5 million   

PAR-18-514 (Lifespan/Healthspan Extending Interventions for AD/ADRD Patients)

Budget limits: Phase I $350,000; Phase II $2 million 

NIA Funding Opportunities

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-19-272.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-19-273.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/pas-19-316.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-18-512.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-19-270.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-19-271.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/pas-19-317.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-18-514.html


Commercial Readiness Pilot (CRP) Program Budget Limits

PAR-19-333 (CRP Technical Assistance and Late Stage Development; clinical trials not allowed)

PAR-19-334 (CRP Technical Assistance; clinical trials not allowed)

PAR-19-335 (CRP Technical Assistance and Late Stage Development; clinical trials required)

$1.75 million/year for 2 years ($3.3 million total)

$300,000 

$1.75 million/year for 2 years ($3.3 million total)

Supplements & NIA Participating Initiatives Budget Limits

PA-18-837 (Administrative Supplements to Promote Diversity in Research and Development 

Small Business; clinical trials not allowed)

PA-18-705 (SBIR Technology Transfer; clinical trials not allowed)

$250,000 in direct costs

Phase I $300,000; Phase II $2 million 

We also participate in additional funding opportunities that can be found here: www.nia.nih.gov/research/nia-small-business-funding-opportunities

NIA Funding Opportunities (Continued)

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-19-333.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-19-334.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-19-335.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-18-837.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-18-705.html
http://www.nia.nih.gov/research/nia-small-business-funding-opportunities


Guidance

Help applicants prepare for 
application/resubmission, and discuss 
funding options

Outreach

Attend conference/workshops and visit 
regional organizations to raise 
awareness of the program

Central
Coordination
Administer all SBIR/STTR
awards at NIA

Entrepreneurship

Provide entrepreneurship training as 
well as webinars on key 
commercialization-related topics

Networking

Facilitate connections between 
awardees and potential strategic
partners (NIA programs/external  
partners)

Funding

Seed emerging technology areas
by developing targeted funding  
opportunities and Omnibus interest
topics

Stakeholder 
Engagement for 
Cross- Leverage:

ADDF SBIR Bridge 
Funding and 

Longevity 
Innovation 
Summits

NIA Office of Small Business Research: Core 
Activities



FIRST-TIME AND NEVER-FUNDED APPLICANTS

Applicant Assistance Program. A 10-week coaching program to help develop your application. Offered once each standard 
funding period.

ALL AWARDEES

Technical Assistance Budget Allowance. Supports services 
such as access to technologies, IP protections, and market 
research. Offers up to $6,500 for Phase I and up to $50,000 for 
Phase II when requested in the grant application.

Diversity Supplement. Helps increase the diversity of the 
research workforce by supporting students, postdocs, and 
eligible investigators from underrepresented groups.

C3i Program for NIH. Supports medical device innovators in 
commercializing their products through a 24-week 
entrepreneurial training course.

SEED Resources. Support from the NIH Small Business 
Entrepreneurial Education and Development (SEED) Office 
including access to Entrepreneurs in Residence and regulatory 
support.

PHASE I AWARDEES
I-Corps™ at NIH. An 8-week intensive course that offers real-world, hands-on entrepreneurship training and customer discovery 
in life sciences and biotechnology.

Resources to Help Research Entrepreneurs



Want Guidance? Send us the aims page

Specific Aims (1 page): The Executive Summary and 
First Impression

First 1/2  to 2/3: 
The Elevator Pitch—Why Is It Meritorious?
1. The technology prototype to be developed

2. The technical innovation the development would represent, 
the unmet need being addressed, and the technical 
challenges to overcome

3. The value proposition and competition

4. Textual highlights of preliminary data

5. The relevance of the R&D to NIA’s mission

Last 1/3 to 1/2: 

The Specific Aims for the Proposed Project
• Key models, assays, and metrics

• Quantitative performance milestones

Provide your draft Specific Aims page 
to NIA OSBR staff for feedback.

Created b y Adrien Coquet
from the Noun Project

Want Guidance?
Send us the aims page



Visit nia.nih.gov/sbir

Follow us on Twitter: @NIA_SBIR

View upcoming events and funding opportunities

Join our mailing list

Questions? Email: NIAsmallbusiness@mail.nih.gov

Connect with NIA

https://nia.nih.gov/sbir
https://twitter.com/nia_sbir
https://www.nia.nih.gov/research/upcoming-outreach-events
https://www.nia.nih.gov/research/nia-small-business-funding-opportunities
https://t.co/3XSYRba2Eq?amp=1
mailto:NIAsmallbusiness@mail.nih.gov


Our Portfolio Companies

Say Hello to Better Care! Ultimate technology enhancement 
for dementia care

Breakthrough On-Body 
Technology for Digital Health

Connecting older adults at risk for 
social isolation Helping people with memory 

impairment live better



Thank youThank you





































Since 2016…
• >$100M committed with 19 investments to date

• Average first check size ~$2.5M, Series A +

• $1B+ in capital raised by portfolio companies

• Active partnerships with Techstars, Plug and Play 
and SVB

• Nationwide partnerships facilitated
̶ Execute pilots/commercial agreements 

between portfolio and non-portfolio 
companies and a variety of Nationwide 
business units

Nationwide Ventures Focus:
Investments & Partnerships
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION?

If you have questions for the panelists, please 
submit via the Q&A feature on your screen.



JOIN US NEXT WEEK
Power  o f  Pa r tne rsh ips– From F la t ten ing  Curves  to  

Fue l ing  Bus iness
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QUESTIONS?

If you have questions you’d like addressed in 
next week’s session, “Power of Partnerships: 
From Flattening Curves to Fueling Business”, 

please send them to:
maryfurlongprograms@gmail.com

mailto:maryfurlongprograms@gmail.com


WHAT’S NEXT LONGEVITY ACADEMY

Visit the What’s Next Longevity Academy webpage to view our complete collection of 
Academy sessions with password AcademyVIP2020:

Ø “Why Technology for Older Adults Matters in 2020 and Beyond” 

Ø “Fostering Innovation During Covid-19 & Beyond” 

Ø “Caregiving During Covid-19 – How Self-Care & Wellness Take Center Stage”

Ø “The Ziegler Link·Age Fund: Priorities of the Fund and How Its Portfolio Companies Are Responding to the Covid-19 
Crisis”

Ø “How the Covid-19 Crisis Presents Opportunities for New Partnerships”

Ø ”Lessons Learned from Covid-19: Creating a Safer, Healthier Home Health Hub”

Ø “A New Era for Senior Living: How Crisis Can Create Novel Best Practices”

Ø Investment Priorities 2020 and Beyond in Light of Covid-19

Additional Academy sessions for May and June will be announced soon!

https://www.maryfurlong.com/academy/


WHAT’S  NEXT LONGEVITY BUSINESS AND 
VENTURE SUMMIT

WE’VE GONE VIRTUAL!
Join us June 24-25, 2020 for the What’s Next Longevity Business and Venture Summit!

You will receive COMPLIMENTARY access to exclusive content from leaders and investors 
in the longevity marketplace.

Featured investors include: 

Mary Jo Potter, 
CEO and Managing Director, 

Healthcare Angels

Sonia Arrison, 
Co-Founder, 

100 Plus Capital

Scott Smith, Founder and 
Managing Partner, 

Viant Group

http://www.boomerventuresummit.com/
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